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Mr. Speaker, millions of consumers are
choosing organically grown food and fiber.
Over the last decade, the consumer market-
place for organic products has risen exponen-
tially. Moreover, thousands of family farmers
have discovered the environmental and eco-
logical benefits of organic farming methods
and technologies. Working together, the Con-
gressional Organic Caucus and the Organic
Trade Association will continue to promote the
importance of organic farming and organic
products to both consumers and the overall
health of our country’s agriculture industry for
the next 20 years and beyond.

———
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LEGISLATION
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, underage drinking
is a serious national health and safety matter.
In the United States, alcohol is the primary
substance abused by young people. It is a
major contributor to the three leading causes
of death among this population—unintentional
injuries; homicide; and suicide. Young people
who start drinking at the age of 15 are four
times more likely to become alcoholics than
those who start drinking at 21 and are more
likely to try marijuana and cocaine.

Many parents don’t realize the enormity of
this problem and often underestimate the
prevalence of alcohol use by teens. More
young people consume alcoholic beverages
than use tobacco or illegal drugs. Sadly, by
high school graduation, most students have
used alcohol.

It's tough for children to withstand the reg-
ular exposure to the alcohol industry’s adver-
tisements encouraging them to purchase and
use alcohol. The industry’s aggressive mar-
keting of its products has led to children see-
ing regular—often daily—images promoting
drinking.

| am pleased to be joining in a bipartisan ef-
fort in both houses of Congress to introduce
The STOP Underage Drinking Act. This impor-
tant legislation will help establish federal co-
ordination and reporting of underage drinking
information and coordinate the efforts and ex-
pertise. It also mandates annual report to Con-
gress on efforts to combat underage drinking
and an annual “report card” to track State ef-
forts.

The legislation also authorizes a national
media campaign to fight underage drinking
and would provide additional resources to pre-
vent underage drinking through the Drug Free
Communities program. It would create a new
program to providing competitive grants to
states, non-profit entities, and institutions of
higher education to create state-wide coali-
tions to prevent underage drinking and alcohol
abuse by college and university students.

Finally, it would expand research and data
compilation on the prevalence of underage
drinking, specifically: reporting on the types
and brands of alcohol that kids consume and
the impact of underage drinking upon adoles-
cent brain development.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to be a part of
this effort to draw attention to this important
national problem that is confronting our young
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people. | look forward to continuing this work
with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
and on both sides of the Capitol to see that
this important legislation is enacted.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
Nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize Mr. Frank Davis of
Claiborne County, Mississippi. Mr. Davis was
born March 22, 1947. Upon his completion of
high school, he served two years in the United
States Army, where he developed a passion
to protect and serve. Afterwards, Mr. Davis at-
tended Alcorn State University and obtained
his B.S. degree in 1971. Davis continued his
educational studies at the University of South-
ern Mississippi in 1973 in Criminal Justice and
Alcorn State University in 1988 in Business
Education. Following his extensive educational
studies, Mr. Frank Davis became the first
elected black Sheriff for the State of Mis-
sissippi.

Sheriff Davis has served in many capacities
throughout Claiborne County. His long stand-
ing commitment in law enforcement has lead
him to hold the position of First Sergeant of
the 114th Military Police Company and Deputy
Sheriff of Claiborne under the leadership of
the late and former Sheriff Dan McCaa. In ad-
dition, Mr. Davis has held the position of As-
sistant Chief of Police for the City of Port Gib-
son, Director of Claiborne County Civil De-
fense, Acting Superintendent of Education for
the Claiborne County Public Civil Defense,
and Acting Superintendent of Education for
the Claiborne County Public School District.

Sheriff Davis has not only held several key
positions throughout his career, but he has
held key positions with civic organizations
throughout the county. Sheriff Davis was elect-
ed president of the Mississippi Sheriff Associa-
tion from 2000-2001, making him the first
black to hold this position. He is a founding fa-
ther of NOBLE (National Organization of Black
Law Enforcement) Chapter in Mississippi, and
served as president in 1990. He is a member
of the Young Men of America, a member of
the Heritage Corridor Study and served on the
Boys and Girls Ranch Board of Mississippi
Sheriff's Association Boys and Girls Ranch.
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Additionally, his compassion for people and
their rehabilitation while incarcerated led him
to continue studying. Ultimately, he became
certified in jail management, criminal investiga-
tions, mentally ill inmates, street survival and
rural homicide to name a few. Today, he con-
tinues his devotion to justice by serving as
Sheriff of Claiborne County with 25 years of
dedicated service.

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.

———
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Post Register Newspaper for pro-
viding 125 years of service to eastern Idaho.
I'm proud to recognize and congratulate the
Post Register for this achievement.

The Post Register can trace its roots to the
founding of the Idaho Register in Blackfoot,
Idaho in 1880. J. Robb Brady, son of former
Idaho Governor and Senator James H. Brady,
purchased the Daily Post in Idaho Falls in
1925. In 1931, The Post and Times-Register
merged to create the Post-Register.

The Post Register is a longstanding cor-
porate citizen committed to following its stated
mission of being fair, ethical, accurate and
courageous. The Post Register covers an area
that stretches the miles from the Salmon River
area, east into Montana, into western Wyo-
ming including Jackson and south to Black-
foot, Idaho. Citizens who reside within these
areas have benefited from the Post Register’s
125 years of community journalism.

The Post Register is a newspaper that
moves quickly to adjust to readers needs. In
1995, the first online pages were posted at
www.postregister.com. In 1997, the news-
paper hit another milestone when it changed
to morning publication and added a Saturday
edition.

Currently, the Post Register is owned by its
employees and the descendants of James H.
and J. Robb Brady. The Post Register’s val-
ues are to serve “this special place, our home,
now and in future generations,” and they have
held true to these values for the last 125
years. To the Post Register and all their em-
ployees, | congratulate you on such a suc-
cessful business and look forward to the years
to come.

————

REAL ID ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 418) to establish
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